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To give light to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death ..."  Luke 1:79
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Praising the Lord!

We want to praise the Lord for the great things He has done!
We are now settled in a new house about five miles from our
old place.  We have bought new furniture, and you can believe
that Mary had a fun time shopping.  Our new home is smaller
than the other one, but it is very nice. Praise the Lord. Our
home church, Piney Grove Baptist in Trenton, has given us
office space in the activity building to use.  The Lord has
supplied our needs.  This year I’ve worked with Amazing
Grace Mission at Trade Days in Collinsville, Alabama. Since
April the ACM team has led over 80 people to Christ.

As you know, I was planning to be in Ukraine in July, but because
of the tornado I did not go until the last two weeks of July. On
Sunday July 24th I was able to preach at the Mayak Baptist
Church service in the forest reminiscing how they worshipped in
the days of Soviet rule. It was a blessing to them to celebrate the
freedom that they have now. I was able to see Tonya who was
saved in our church in 1998 and has been serving faithfully in the
orphanage and the senior citizens homes.

I was able to be involved with Paul’s day camp in Rhuzin.   I called
on some of the people in the village, and had the privilege of leading
a lady to the Lord.  This lady had lost her husband a few weeks
earlier and was left with four children.  The children had already
been saved in our day camps.  Please pray for Larisa as she cares
for her family. She works 7 days a week at a brick factory moving
10,000 to 12,000 bricks a day and gets paid $125 per month.

By Peter Mucher

Tonya had a part in seeing these two ladies come to know the Lord

Peter Mucher and Kristina Leavesley with Larisa & kids

Praise the Lord for Tonya and her son Paul



Joseph Stalin, leader of the Soviet Union, set in motion events de-
signed to cause a famine in the Ukraine to destroy the people there
seeking independence from his rule. As a result, an estimated
7,000,000 persons perished in this farming area, known as the bread-
basket of Europe, with the people deprived of the food they had
grown with their own hands.

I visited with a woman who is 90 years of age, and survived the “forced
famine” in Ukraine in 1931-32.  Kristina Leavesley was with me, and
wrote Domka's story as she told it to us.

Domka was born in 1921 in Golubivka village.  She was the only mem-
ber of her family that survived the “forced famine” of 1932-1933.  She
even resorted to eating grass in order to survive.  During the time of the
famine workers would go around to the houses to collect the dead bod-
ies and bury them in black pits – similar to the holocaust.   When they
arrived at Domka’s house they found her sitting on top of the stove in the
corner of the room and her father and brother were dead on the floor.
Had she been on the floor she would have been taken as well, breathing
or not.  Instead she was taken to an orphanage.

At the age of 16 she started working at the collective farm, and they gave her a small
house to live in.  She worked every day, even Sunday, sometimes more than 12
hours a day.  In 1939 a man came to her village to preach the gospel.  Domka was
saved in 1942 and baptized the following year.  From the time she got saved she
faithfully went to church. The churches in her home village were persecuted, so she
walked 10 miles to go to church in Bystryk village.  Bystryk was the center of the
evangelical movement and Ruzhyn was the center of the region.  All the churches in
Ruzhyn started from the village of Bystryk.

Domka was given harder work and no pay for witnessing to her fellow workers on
the farm.  When this didn’t stop her, they took all of her Christian books away from
her.   Since there was still no church in her village, she gathered people in her home
and taught them the Bible and Christian songs.

Domka’s village, Golubivka, now has a church and a pastor and she still faithfully
attends services.  Pastor Paul Yukymets has offered to pick her up by car for church,
but she insists on walking the 2 miles.  She says that she does this for Jesus and she still witnesses to her neighbors as well!

Domka still lives by herself, and she never married.  Men asked her, but she rejected them because they were not Chris-
tians.  There were not a lot of Christians at that time.  She keeps a garden, raises chickens, and cooks with fire - not gas.
People from her church have offered to remodel or fix up her house, but she says "no" because Jesus will come back soon!

When we visited with her, we brought her some food.  She told us this story about everything that has happened in her life,
and how much God has blessed her.  She is so thankful for what she has – which is practically nothing by most standards.
Before we left she prayed and thanked God for her salvation.  Her prayer touched all of us.

Domka sharing her story with us

Ninety year old Domka loves Jesus

Domka's Story



Taras and Lydmika

A few years ago, Bro. Paul Yuhkymets asked me to go
with  him to council  with Lydmila and her family in
regards of their salvation and baptism. They had been
going through a hard time since her husband, Taras, had
left. We spent quite a bit of time with them and gave
them the assurance of salvation, and we continued to
pray for Taras to return. I like to share with you their
testimony.

Taras loved to drink.  One day he and a friend from
work, Alexander, decided they wanted to change their lives
– so they went to church.  Taras got saved, and even though
it was very hard, he stopped drinking.

Taras got dressed up each week to go to church and his wife Luyda though he was cheating on her because he was
dressed up so nice.  He told her he was going to church but she didn’t believe him – so he took her to church with him and
she got saved!

They took their daughter Marsha to church and she got saved.  Two years later their daughter Oxana came and got
saved as well.  Oxana had a son, but her boyfriend left her.  God has since given her a Christian husband and they have two
more children.

Times were hard in Ukraine and jobs were scarce, so Taras went to work in Italy.  He sent money back to Luyda to
help finish building their house, but he became backslidden, started drinking
again, and forgot about God.

He wanted to come home, but his boss wouldn’t pay for his ticket.  His
boss tried to kill him so that he wouldn’t have to pay they money he owed
Taras.  He survived the attack and the police sent him back to Ukraine.  He
never did get paid, but at least he was alive and he had his family.

Luyda was faithful to pray for Taras during the time he was in Italy.  She
trusted God to bring him back home safely, and He answered her prayers.
Taras was gone for five years and when he came back to church he saw
that his friend Alexander had been saved and was a deacon in the church.
Taras got right with God and is now going to a Christian college studying to
be a preacher.   Alexander is now a preacher at a Baptist church in Ruzhyn.

Please pray for their daughter
Marsha as she is going through a
spiritual battle right now.

Taras and Lydmika

Masha, Taras and Luyda

Congratulations to

Paul and Valya Yuhkymets
(and big sister Samula)

on the birth of their daughter

Esther
Samula and baby sister, Esther
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• Reaching more for Christ in America and Ukraine

• Mucher's traveling for meetings

• Pray for Marsha in Ruzhyn

Praise the Lord for ANSWERED Prayer!

• We personally praise the Lord for providing

for us after the tornado.  Thank you all for your
prayers during this difficult time.

• Great trip to Ukraine in July.  We thank the

Lord for traveling safety and for souls saved.

POSTMASTER:  Please deliver by 8/30/2011

Non-Profit Rate
US Postage

PAID
Trenton, GA

Permit No. 28

Please continue to
pray   for  our
summer camps in
Ukraine.  We will
have a full report
on the camps in
our next Spotlight.

Summer Camp


